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The Doctoral Examination Process 
 
The examination at the University of Canterbury has two stages: 
1) Two independent examiners each complete a report on the written thesis and make a recommendation 

regarding the award of the degree. 
2) The candidate undergoes an oral examination with at least one of examiner present (full details of the oral 

examination are provided in the attached Information Sheet). Oral examinations of Doctoral candidates are 
standard practice at UC and only waived in exceptional circumstances. 

 
The Dean of Postgraduate Research appoints two independent examiners, who are external to the University of 
Canterbury, after considering recommendations from the relevant Department/School. One of the examiners 
(often from New Zealand or east-coast Australia) is designated the oral examiner. This examiner provides a 
written report on the thesis and attends (either in person or via video-link) the oral examination. 
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standard. The original examiners will be asked to also examine the revised thesis prior to proceeding to an oral 
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